
Buford High School – AP English Literature – Summer Reading 2010 

 

The authors and works represented here have all appeared on the College Board’s AP English Literature Exam. 
AP English is considered a college-level course and, as such, may include readings with mature language and themes. 

M E M O R A N D U M 
 

To:  AP English 4 Students for 2010-2011 
 
From:  Mr. Harris 
 
Re:  Summer Assignments / AP English Blog / Contact Information 
 
Date:  May 3, 2010 
 

 
1. Attached please find your Summer Assignments for 2010.  You will read one 19

th
 century novel, one 20

th
 century 

novel, and one play.  Please read the directions for each assignment carefully.  If you have any questions, please 
see me at school OR send me an e-mail at bufordape@gmail.com (this e-mail is often more reliable during the 
summer) or tim.harris@bufordcityschools.org. 
 

2. You are responsible for securing copies of these books.  I have found that AP students usually benefit from having 
their own personal copy of each book so that they can highlight significant passages and make notes in the 
margins.  While you are not required to purchase the books, you will need copies of them for the first few days of 
class -- plan accordingly. 

 
3. I will post useful information on the class blog throughout the summer.  The address for the class blog is 

http://12bufordapes.blogspot.com.  Please visit often, read, and leave comments.  (NOTE:  The comments are 
monitored prior to posting.)  You are REQUIRED to make at least three meaningful comments to the blog during 
the summer.  This will be factored into your grade for Summer Assignments. 
 

4. You will complete a short written assignment for each book.  See the instructions on the following page.  This 
assignment is due on the FIRST day of school – Thursday, August 5. 
 

5. We will take an objective test covering all three books on the FIRST day of school – Thursday, August 5.  We will 
then spend some time discussing all three books before writing an in-class essay over one of the books (your 
choice of book, but my choice of topic). 

 
6. Please complete the information at the bottom of this page and RETURN IT TO MR. HARRIS before the end of the 

school year. 
 

 
Name              
 
E-Mail Address            
 
By signing below, I verify that I have received and read the AP English 4 Summer Assignments for 2010. 
 
              
Student’s Signature      Parent’s Signature 
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Buford High School – AP English Literature – Summer Reading 2010 

 

The authors and works represented here have all appeared on the College Board’s AP English Literature Exam. 
AP English is considered a college-level course and, as such, may include readings with mature language and themes. 

This summer you will read THREE things – a 19
th

 century novel, a contemporary novel, and a play. 
 

19
th

 Century Fiction 
 
Persuasion – Jane Austen 
Any well-read individual must be familiar with the work of Jane Austen – simultaneously romantic, dramatic, comedic, 
and satirical.  Persuasion concerns Anne Elliott, the outcast of her family, frequently mistreated by both her father and 
her sisters.  After being persuaded to refuse the proposal of Frederick Wentworth (he’s poor and therefore an 
unacceptable match), Anne, already 27, is facing a life of spinsterhood.  The brilliance of Jane Austen is that she is able to 
combine both a realistic representation and a satirical critique of Regency England.  Appreciate that! 
 
20

th
 Century Fiction 

 
Brighton Rock – Graham Greene 
Like his American counterpart Flannery O’Connor, Graham Greene, a devout Catholic, believed that “good” could only be 
fully realized in the presence of “bad.”  Pinkie is “bad,” a teenage gangster who has no qualms about committing murder, 
but panics at the thought of kissing a girl.  Rose is “good,” but her innocence is threatened when she becomes Pinkie’s 
only alibi.  Meanwhile, Ida Arnold, a lounge singer with a heart of gold, sets out to expose Pinkie and save Rose.  Think 
1930s, black-and-white mobster movie and you’ll have the right images in your head. 
 
Modern Drama 
 
The Playboy of the Western World – J. M. Synge 
Let’s settle this first:  in Ireland, a “playboy” is an athlete, a jock, someone who plays sports.  Christopher (“Christie”) 
Mahon, is that playboy – and when he walks into Michael James Flaherty’s pub and announces that he has just murdered 
his own father, everyone takes notice – especially the women.  Flaherty’s daughter, Margaret (affectionately known as 
“Pegeen Mike”), a Romantic at heart destined to a life working in the pub, finds herself falling for “the only playboy of 
the Western world.”  Read this play with an Irish lilt to get the full effect. 
 
Assignment 
 
In Gone with the Wind, it’s “After all, tomorrow is another day.”  
 
In Pride and Prejudice, you might consider the very first sentence:  “It is a truth universally acknowledged that a single man 
in possession of a good fortune must be in want of a wife.” 
 
In Their Eyes Were Watching God, you could nominate “Ships at a distance have every man’s wish on board” or “She pulled 
in her horizon like a great fish-net…so much of life in its meshes.” 
 
From The Unvanquished I would suggest “the two supreme undefeated like two moths, two feathers riding above a 
hurricane.” 
 
Every great work of literature contains a key line (or sometimes even a phrase) that is not only memorable, but also serves 
as a way to unlock or illuminate central ideas and themes of that text. 
 
Your assignment is to create a smart and persuasive argument for what you believe is the key line for each of the Summer 
Reading books. 
 
FOR EACH BOOK, prepare a one-page TYPED document in which you a) identify two key lines and b) demonstrate how 
those lines unlock or illuminate the central ideas and themes of the work. 
 
Be prepared to give me your three pages (one for each book) on the first day of school.  (Write tightly and adjust fonts 
and margins as necessary.  I will only accept one page per book.) 


