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Are you on-track for graduation?

× On-track to start senior year = 17 units in 

required academic/elective areas of study.

× Passed course work required for diploma type

× To graduate = a minimum of 24 creditsare 

required in academic/elective areas of study.

× Passed all areas of the GHSGT
× English

× Math

× Science

× Social Studies

× Writing



Diploma Options

ÅCollege Preparatory(CP): completion of a college 
preparatory program; minimum of 24 units

ÅCollege Prep with Distinction(CP+): 24 units and a 
grade point average in the core courses of 80%

ÅTechnology/Career Preparatory(TC): completion of 
24 units, including 4 units of Tech/Career course work

ÅTechnology with Distinction (TC+): 24 units and a core 
grade point average of 80%

ÅDual Diploma: completion of college preparatory and 
technical education requirements



It takes a certain number of units in each 

area to meet graduation requirements

Å4 units in English

Å4 units in Math (courses vary by diploma type)

Å4 units in Science

Å4 units in Social Studies

Å1 unit combination (Tech/Career Ed/Fine 

Arts/Foreign Language/Computer)

Å½ unit in Health

Å½ unit in Intro to Life Fitness



Additional courses depend on 

diploma type

College Preparatory:

Á2 units of a foreign 

language (same 

language)

Tech Preparatory

Á4 units of tech/career 

course work
Å3 units in a 

concentrated area of 

study

Å1 unit Computer 

Applications

Dual Preparatory:  Both of the above



Academic Interventions for 

Senior Year:

ÅTutoring before and after school 

from teachers. Please schedule 

with the teacher.

ÅUpGrade ïtutoring after school 

until 4:00 ïbus transportation 

provided. No scheduling is 

necessary. This can be mandatory.



Buford High School

Project Post-Secondary

Review



Finding a College

October 7, 2008



Narrowing down the choicesé

ÅCollege Curriculum:  

Liberal Arts Engineering

Fine Arts Technical

ÅEnvironment and Location

ÅDistance from home

ÅIn-state or Out-of-state

ÅPublic or Private

ÅAdmission requirements

ÅCost to attend



Take a Campus Visit

Juniors are allowed 2 college visit days, and 

seniors are allowed 2 college visit days.   

These count as School Related Absences. 

College visit forms 

are located in the 

guidance office and 

must be filled out 

prior to the visit.



College Visit 

To Do List

ÅMeet with an 
admissions counselor

ÅVerify admission 
requirements and dates

ÅDetermine actual 
college costs

ÅAsk about financial aid 
opportunities

ÅTake a campus tour

ÅAttend a class

ÅInvestigate your 
academic program

ÅTalk with students 
and faculty

ÅCompare colleges

ÅTake notes

ÅDiscuss visits with 
parents/guardians

ÅAsk questions and 
listen!



Suggested Timeline For 

Senior Yearé

Help your 

student stay on 

schedule!



September
V Attend a College PROBE Fair.

V If pursuing an athletic scholarship, complete 
an NCAA form available in the Registrar's 
Office.

V Register for the ACT and/or SAT if you 
have not yet taken them, or if you think you 
can improve your score. 

V Request applications from the colleges.  
Many colleges and universities offer on-line 
applications.

V Analyze application instructions to find out 
information required and deadline dates. 

V Begin scholarship search.

V Schedule college campus visits.

V Request recommendations from teachers, 
coaches and/or counselors.

V If applying early decision, acquire and 

complete the necessary forms. 

V Begin applying to Georgia public 

universities. 

V Register for the SAT II test of the colleges to 

which you are applying recommend or 

require them. 

V Schedule college campus visits. 

October

November
V Apply early to colleges that have rolling 

admissions policies. 

V Use Thanksgiving as a target date for 
completion of college applications. 

V Keep studying for fall semester!  Donôt let 
grades drop for senior year!

http://www.ncaa.org/
http://www.act.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/


January
V Mail application for Federal 

Aid (FAFSA) and/or other 

individual college financial 

aid form as soon after 

January 1 as possible.These 

forms require current tax 

information. The FAFSA 

forms may also be 

completed on-line at 

www.fafsa.ed.gov. 

February
V Complete common 

applications for local 

scholarships. 

April
V As soon as you have decided 

which college's offer of 

admissions to accept, notify 

them.

V Advise all other colleges to 

which you have been accepted of 

your decision.

May
V Fill out a request for your final 

transcript to be sent to the 

college you will be attending in 

the Fall. 

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


Standardized Testing

October 28, 2008



× Tests are not 

administered on the 

BHS Campus.

× Students must register 

through the testing 

organization.

× Registration Deadlines 

are typically close to 5 

weeks before the testing 

date. 

× High School Code: 

110505

2008 - 2009  Test Dates:

SAT ACT

Nov 1 Oct 25

Dec 6 Dec 13

Jan 24 Feb 7

Mar 14 Apr 4

May 2 June 13

June 6

SAT &/or ACT



Test Prep

ÅSAT

ïGA College 411

Åwww.gacollege411.com

ïSAT Online  

Åwww.collegeboard.com/satonlinecourseschool

ÅSee counselor for student access code

ïPSAT 

Åwww.collegeboard.com/quickstart

ïZaps/RMASS Test Prep 

ÅTentative Date Scheduled for April 18, 2009

ÅACT

ïZaps/RMASS Test Prep

ÅTentative Date Scheduled for February 7,2009

http://www.gacollege411.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/quickstart


ACT SAT

Type of Test An achievement test based largely on 

what students learn in their classes.

A reasoning test assessing general 

ability.

Sections Four sections:

One English 

One math 

One reading 

One science reasoning 

One optional writing section 

One experimental section 

10 sections:

Three critical reading 

Three math 

Three writing 

One experimental section 

ACT vs SAT

Information on chart was obtained from www.fastweb.com

Length Two hours and 55 minutes, plus an 

additional 30 minutes for the writing 

test.

Three hours and 45 minutes.

Penalty for 

Wrong Answers

No. Yes.



ACT SAT

Scoring 

Method

1-36 for each subject, which is 

averaged for the highest possible 

score of 36.

200-800 per section with 2400 the 

highest possible score.

Cost The basic cost is $30, which includes 

sending scores to four colleges. The 

basic registration fee for the ACT 

with the writing section is $44.50.

The SAT Reasoning test costs $43, 

which includes sending scores to four 

colleges.

Test Dates Five national test dates and one 

additional test date in selected states.

Seven test dates between October and 

June.

Required to 

Submit Scores 

to Colleges?

No. Students can choose which 

schools will receive their scores and 

which scores the schools will see.

Yes. If a student requests a score 

report to be sent to the colleges of 

their choice, the report will 

automatically be sent and will include 

scores for every SAT the student has 

taken.

Web Site http://www.act.org www.collegeboard.com

http://www.act.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/


Test Scores

ÅCounselors will put highest scores that 

Buford has on file when asked to fill in 

standardized test scores

ÅMany schools require SAT or ACT scores 

to be sent directly 

ÅMake sure to indicate to testing agencies 

which colleges scores are to be sent to



Financial Aid

October 28, 2008



GA College 411



Paying For College



How Much Does College Cost?

Costs to Consider

ïTuition & Fees

ïRoom & Board

ïBooks & Supplies

ïTransportation

ïPersonal Expenses




