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BUFORD HIGH SCHOOL BAND

2750 SAWNEE AVENUE

BUFORD, GEORGIA 30518
Wallace H. Conrath, Director

PHONE - 770-945-6768

FAX – 932-7570

EMAIL:  wallace.conrath@bufordcityschools.org
www.bufordband.com 

BAND COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
Advanced Band Brass (9-12)
All students who play trumpet, french horn, trombone, baritone or tuba would be placed in this class. 9th graders must have completed middle school band or interview/audition for the band director. Students must participate in symphonic band and can elect to participate in marching band. After school rehearsals and performances are part of the class requirements.

Advanced Band Woodwinds (9-12)
All students who play flute, oboe, bassoon, clarinet, or saxophone would be placed in this class. 9th graders must have completed middle school band or interview/audition for the band director. Students must participate in symphonic band and can elect to participate in marching band. After school rehearsals and performances are part of the class requirements.

Advanced Band Percussion (9-12)
All students who play percussion would be placed in this class. 9th graders must have completed middle school band or interview/audition for the band director. Students must participate in symphonic band and can elect to participate in marching band. Members of the percussion class also form the concert percussion ensemble. After school rehearsals and performances are part of the class requirements.

Advanced Band Jazz Ensemble(9-12)
Director’s decision. Any student in jazz ensemble will be placed by audition or interview. Instrumentation limitations apply. Students in jazz ensemble must participate in symphonic band and can elect to participate in marching band. Students selected on bass, guitar, piano, and drums may have alternate requirements. After school rehearsals and performances are part of the class requirements.

Advanced Placement Music Theory (10-12)
Open to all 10-12 graders who demonstrate sufficient background in music study, including band, chorus, and other private music instruction. The course is equivalent to the first semester of college music theory and culminates in an Advanced Placement exam.
The BUFORD BAND BOOSTER ASSOCIATION is the parent organization that arranges fundraising, financial support, and other activities that enhance the opportunities for members of the Buford High School Band. 

EXTRACURRICULAR

Marching Band (8-12)
All members of band classes are encouraged to participate in marching band. The schedule and requirements for marching band are available from the high school Band director. Girls may try out for Flag Line and Dance Line. Participation in a band class is not required as a member of these auxiliary groups. Members of Flag and Dance lines are invited to participate in Winter Guard at the conclusion of football season.

BUFORD HIGH SCHOOL DRAMA
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DRAMA COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Introduction to Drama

Intro to Drama includes a study of the elements of beginning acting, concentrating on sensory awareness, use of the stage, characterization, scene study, character believability, and improvisation.  Stage, vocal, and movement techniques will be developed and cultivated for use in a theatrical production.  The student will be expected to participate in some capacity as either an actor or technical/support crew in productions.
Advanced Drama

Advanced Drama includes the elements of advanced action concentrating on sensory awareness, characterization, scene study, theatrical production, and technical work.  

Stage, vocal, movement, and technical expertise will be cultivated for use in a theatrical production.  The student will be expected to participate in some capacity as either an actor or technical/support crew. Intro to Drama is a prerequisite. 
Introduction to Musical Theatre

Intro to Musical Theatre includes a study of the elements of acting, dance, and music as it is related to the stage and theatrical productions.  Stage, vocal, and movement techniques will be developed and cultivated for application in a theatrical production.  Audition techniques will be taught. Simple dance will also be incorporated into the class. The student will be expected to participate in productions.

Advanced Musical Theatre
Advanced Musical Theatre includes an in-depth study of the elements of acting, dance, and music as it is related to the stage and theatrical productions.  Advanced stage, vocal, and movement techniques will be cultivated for application in theatrical productions.  The student will be expected to participate in productions. Intro to Musical Theatre is a prerequisite.
Technical Theatre
Technical Theatre includes a study of the elements of set, lights, sound, costumes, prop building, and makeup as it is related to the stage and theatrical productions.  All technical aspects and applications will be developed and cultivated for a theatrical production.  The student will be expected to participate in rehearsals and productions.

Costuming for Theatre

Costuming for Theatre focuses on period style costume and design. An in-depth study of historical time periods and clothing worn from the 1500s through 1980 will be backbone of this course.  Students will be expected to apply this knowledge during design.  Students will learn basic clothing design and pattern drafting. Students will master basic sewing techniques.  Students will be expected to start and complete the design process for all shows produced.  Students will also apply a working knowledge of clothing accessories for appropriate time periods.
Extracurricular activities include:

Monthly meetings of Thespian Troupe 2971, Trick or Treat so Kids Can Eat, Competition Performance at Georgia Theatre Conference, Competition Performance at Region One Act, Participation in State Thespian Conference, Individual Events Competition at State Thespian Conference, Scholarship Auditions at State Thespian Conference, 
Dramatic Interpretation-Literary Meets, Auction Fundraiser, End of the year Banquet, Performances throughout the year for community-6 show season
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Visual Art Course Descriptions

Art I

Art I is designed to provide an overview of visual arts while studying a variety of art tools and materials.  Students begin the first semester by thoroughly developing their ability to draw based on direct observations.  Second semester focuses on understanding the language of visual arts, as well as, a survey of basic 2-D and 3-D techniques.  With emphasis on studio production, this course is designed to challenge students to develop higher order thinking and art related skills.

Digital Photography

Photography is the creative use of light and equipment to create art.  This is a fundamental course with emphasis on camera basics, lighting, composition, and the use of the Photoshop program.  With emphasis on studio production, this course is designed to challenge students to develop higher order thinking skill and art-related technology skills.  Students are not required to own a camera; however, it would be beneficial to the student.  It is recommended if a camera is going to be purchased that it has at least 8.0 megapixels. 

Advanced Painting and Drawing

Prerequisite: Art I

This is an advanced course in drawing and painting.  Multiple processes in painting and drawing will be explored.  Students will work on independent projects following a theme or pursuing particular problems of composition.  The goal of this course is to prepare pieces for AP, exhibition, and portfolio purposes.

Ceramics

Prerequisite: Art I

Ceramics develops basic skills in the creation of 3-D forms from clay.  Techniques in hand building, wheel throwing, glazing, and firing are taught.  Students will become familiar with terms, tools, and techniques to create functional and artistic objects with clay.

AP 2-D Design

Prerequisite:Tteacher approval. Transfer students must submit portfolio for review.
AP 2-D Design is based on college-level courses.  Only the students interested in pursuing visual arts after high school should apply for this class.  This class involves purposeful decision-making about using the elements and principles of art.  Students will work on independent projects following a theme or pursuing particular problems of composition.  College credit can be earned with successful submission of the AP portfolio to the College Board.    
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Bel Canto Chorale

This class provides opportunities to develop advanced performance skills and knowledge in mixed choral singing.  Students explore performance and production, sight-reading, historical and cultural elements of music, and music appreciation. Students are provided with opportunities to showcase their talents in public performances.  The spring Variety Show is a highlight of the work in this class, as well as polished concert performances in various performance venues.

 
Extra Curricular Activities Include:
Chamber Chorus, Literary Event (Quartet, Trio and Solo), Variety Show, All-State Chorus, Honor Chorus, Choral Festival and community performances

SAMPLE FOUR YEAR SCHEDULE

FOR FINE ARTS STUDENTS

	9th Grade
	10th Grade
	11th Grade
	12th Grade

	Language Arts
	Language Arts
	Language Arts
	Language Arts

	Math
	Math
	Math
	Math

	Science
	Science
	Science
	Science

	Social Studies
	Social Studies
	Social Studies
	Social Studies

	Health/PE
	Foreign Language**
	Foreign Language**
	Fine Arts

	Fresh Focus
	Fine Arts
	Fine Arts
	Elective

	Fine Arts
	Elective
	Elective
	Elective


All students must take four years of English, Math, Social Studies, and Science. Students take Health/PE and Fresh Focus during their Freshman year. The other requirements are outlined below.

**
Completion of 2 Foreign Language units is required for acceptance into most 4 year colleges & universities. 
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