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M E M O R A N D U M 
 

To:  Honors World History Students for 2010-2011 
 
From:  Mr. Gilbert  
 
Re:  Summer Assignments / Contact Information 
 
Date:  May 10, 2010 
 

 
1. Attached please find your Summer Assignments for 2010.  You will a historical survey of the Middle East. Please 

read the directions for each assignment carefully.  If you have any questions, please see me at school OR send me 

an e-mail at sean.gilbert@bufordcityschools.org 

 
 

2. You are responsible for securing copies of these books.  I have found that AP students usually benefit from having 
their own personal copy of each book so that they can highlight significant passages and make notes in the 
margins.  While you are not required to purchase the books, you will need copies of them for the first few days of 
class -- plan accordingly. 

 
3. You will complete a written assignment.  See the instructions on the following page.  This assignment is due on the 

FIRST day of school – Thursday, August 5. 
 

4. We will take an objective test covering the book you read  on the FIRST day of school – Thursday, August 5.  We 
will then spend some time the book throughout the year.  
 
 

5. Please complete the information at the bottom of this page and RETURN IT TO MR. GILBERT (Room 6208) before 
the end of the school year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Name              
 
E-Mail Address            
 
 
 
By signing below, I verify that I have received and read the AP World History  Summer Assignments for 2010. 
 
 
              
 
Student’s Signature      Parent’s Signature 
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Attention Honors World History Students  

 

 You will be required to read the first SIX chapters of the book A Brief History of the Middle East; From Abraham to 
Arafat by Christopher Catherwood.   
 
Much of the events that will be discussed, especially the first 6 weeks, deal with the area of Southwest Asia, more 
commonly referred to as the Middle East.  This book does an excellent job of framing the stories that make up this region.  
It is thorough, starting from the first civilizations to the current issues with Israel and Iraq.  This gives the reader a great 
foundational understanding of all the issues that makes up the Middle East.  
 
Another reason for reading this book is to attempt to grasp an understanding of the complexities this region offers.  Gaining 
a perspective of all the different viewpoints that exist and have existed is essential to understanding the history, the 
present and future of this important part of the world.   

 
In the words of Mr. Catherwood: “I hope that further understanding of Middle Eastern History causes peace rather than 
strife, and that knowledge brings with it reconciliation rather than division.  If this book succeeds in that, at least for most of 
its readers-there will always be some people for whom you can never win-then it will all have been worthwhile.”  
         -pg. XX  
The assignment to be competed with this book is as follows:  

  
There will also be a brief test over the major points of the first two chapters of  book 

the first day of school.   
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