DIRECTIONS: FINDING A PRELIMINARY ESTIMATED FAMILY
CONTRIBUTION (EFC) ON GACOLLEGE411
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Click on the green tab marked “Paying for College”
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2 Paying for College

Ty Do you or your child want to go to college, but don't think you can afford it? Does the

& wvast array of options for paying for college seem like a confusing puzzle ?

Dstermine your Eligibiity.

APPLY! APPLY: APPLY: You CAN afford to go to college, and GAcollege411 can help you put the pieces of the
puzzle together.

Loan Options.

Enjoy College & Know Your The links below will help you get started with the financial aid process. If you've already

Responsibites done your homework and know what aspect of finandial aid you're looking for, you can

St and 10t Graders click here to begin the application process or on one of the links to the left.
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Carefully planning should go into

determining the amount of loans you need,
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Repayment Guide
If you plan o go to college in the near
Scholarships & Grants future, you need to begin seeking financial | The following links will help ensure that you
R D opportunities available and many different | DOFTOW responsibly.
steps associated with applying, receiving,
MG 2 keeping aid. The steps ited below wil | Tools & Calculators g
s help guide you through the process. Repavment Guide
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It's never too early to begin planning how
you will pay for college. The following links.

Timing i critical, so get started now! Fora | oot PaX e TS T L TE oA

quick reference to key dates for financial
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Under Ready to Go To College?
Click on Step #2 — Determine Your Eligibility
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mM Determine your Eligibility En Espariol

Now that you have a general understanding of the types of financial aid and how the
PR A M process works, it's time to Start putting the puzzle together by determining what types
e of finandial aid you may be eligible to receive. The following information gives you some
good tips on finding the options that may be best for you.

Oetermine your Eighi

APPLYI APPLY! APPLY! Will | be eligible for need-based financial aid?

Loan Optons.
The first step is to determine the Expected Family Contribution (EFC). The FAFSA is used

Enjoy Colege & Know Your
Sl £ cabulte e ETC. bk W are plesed b0 proinds vo wilh 5 cokotor collol the

reliminary Aid Information System (PAIS). The PAIS asks a few simple questions and
St and 101 Graders gwes you an estimate of your EFC.

NEGESSOR SRS The next step is to determine your cost of attendance by visiting the GA Colleges
PRI secion of this web site to find the cost of attendance for the school(s) you are
Younger interested in attending.
Financil At Panner T |
Lastly, subtract your EFC from the cost of attendance and you have the eligiblty for
7 Repayment Guide need-based funds. If you determine that you are eligible for need-based funds, see our
Section Grants Based on Financial Need for more information.
Schotarships & Grants |

2
Skt prodians Will 1 be eligible for merit-based financial aid?
2
2

Tax Savings Merit-based scholarships can be administered by the State of Georgia, the college or
university you plan to attend, or through a private organization. To determine what
Loan Programs options are available to you, we suggest you start with our Financial Aid Search tool

which can provide a list of potential scholarships that match your needs.

Most of the largest

Georgia, including the HOPE
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Under “Will | be eligible for need-based financatl?
Click on Preliminary Aid Information System (PAIS)
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‘College Students to estimate Student inancal aid eigibilty mformation tArough an easy
A" om0 PitgEas: £0 use online system. By complating this worksheet, you will receive information about
your Expected Family Contribution (EFC), or what the federal government says that
7 Tools & Calcuiators ‘your family should be able to pay toward your yearly college costs.

ERR A Come, Eligibility for financial

Pals Eligibilty for finandial aid is the amount that remains after the student’s EFC is

- tracted from the cost of attendance. The cost of attendance is the amount that the
Ay school estimates you will need to attend for the academic year. The cost of sttendance
College A Caleitor indudes the schoals’ tuition charge, campus-based fees, room and board,

- . SARphes, T oaboini an e Sond Saetoos. Pl caoibet the e f aeb e
Early CollgeCost Estinator at the college or university you plan to attend ta find out their specific cost of
Caloultor attendance.

Education Loan Repsyment
Caiculator What will this program do:

After answering a series o “questions the program will give you an estimated Expected
Family Contribution. Remember, financial aid eligibility standards are set by the federal

i giie g i s e i itisa b e
check with your schools Financial Aid Office to determine your EFC.
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Click on either “I WANT TO/DO NOT WANT TO SAVE MMNFORMATION”"

Then, answer the questions accordingly. This shgivle you your EFC.
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If you have questions or concerns, contact your Bei$selor at 770-945-6768 or the
Georgia Student Finance Commission at 1-800-50565&K770) 724-9000 in Metro
Atlanta.



