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Semester 1  Concept Topics Covered GPS  

Week 1  

August 5-6
th 

August 9-13 

Syllabus/Course Info 

-Begin with the End in 

Mind 

 Connecting 7 Geographic Regions to Today Project   

Week 2 

August 16-20 
Unit 1-Beginnings 

Ancient Civilizations 

 

 Analyze origins, Structures, interactions of Society in Ancient 

Societies in the Eastern Mediterranean from 3500 to 5000 B.C. 

 Religion, Government (Hammurabi’s Code), trade, 

communication 

 Know achievements of Chinese and Indian Society from 1100 B.C. to 

500 A.D. 

 Rise and Fall of India, Buddhism, Dynasties, Chinese 

culture/values 

SSSWH1 

SSWH 2 

Week 3 

August 23-27 

Greeks and Romans  Compare and Contrast the Greeks and Romans 

 Roman Republic, Greek Democracy, Rise of Caesar, 

Philosophers, Hellenistic Culture, Polytheism, Fall of Roman 

Empire, Monotheism, Judaism and Rise of Christianity 

SSWH3 

Week 4 

August 30-

Sept.3 

C. A. #1 

Sept. 2nd 

Byzantines and  

Mongols 

 Understand the relationship between Byzantine Empire and Roman 

Empire 

 Justinian Code, role of women, art, Constantinople, Great 

Schism 

SSWH4 

Week 5 

Sept 7-10 

Mandatory 

Perf. Exam 

9/9 

Unit 2- Expansion 

 

 Trace Origins and Expansion of Islam  

 Muslim trade routes, Split of Islam, cultural contributions, 

Crusades, Similarities and Differences between 3 Monotheistic 

Religions 

SSWH5 

Week 6 

Sept. 13-17 

Africa  Describe the diverse characteristics of Early African Societies before 

1800 

 Migration patterns, Trade in trans-Sahara including slave trade, 

Incorporation of Religious beliefs into Christianity and Islam 

 

SSWH6 

Week 7 

Sept. 20-24 

C.A. #2 

Sept. 24th 

 

Medieval Europe and  

Central and South 

America 

 Analyze European medieval society pertaining to culture, politics, 

society, and economics 

 Understand importance of feudalism and monarchs, impact of 

Pope Gregory VII and King Henry IV, Role of Christianity, 

growth of towns 

 Demonstrate an understanding of the development of societies in Central 

and South America 

 Rise and fall of Olmec, Mayan, Aztecs, and Incas, Compare and 

contrast their culture and governments 

 

SSWH7 

SSWH8 

Week 8 

Sept. 27-Oct. 

1 

 

Reteach/Review For 

Midterm 

 WRITING PROMPT ASSESSMENT AND REVIEW   

Week 9 

Oct. 4-8 

Midterm- Monday 

Oct. 4
th

 

Unit 3-Connections 

Renaissance and 

Reformation 

 

 

 

 

 Analyze Change and Continuity in the Renaissance and Reformation 

 Beginnings in Florence, Michelangelo, da Vinci, Humanism, 

Beginnings of Protestant Reformation, Luther, Calvin, Jesuits, 

English Dynasties, Printing Press 

SSWH9 

http://www.bufordcityschools.org/exchange/john.anthony/SOCIAL%20STUDIES%2009/STuff.EML/Curriculum_Calendar%5b1%5d.doc/C58EA28C-18C0-4a97-9AF2-036E93DDAFB3/World%20History%20Curriculum%20Map.pdf
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Week 10 

Oct. 12-15 

Age of Discovery  Exploration and Expansion of America, Africa, and Asia 

 Contributions of Zheng He, da Gama, Columbus, Magellan, 

Cook, 

De Champlain, Impact of Columbian Exchange, technological 

advances  

SSWH10 

Week 11 

Oct. 18-22 

Japan and China from 

17th-19th Century 

 Describe the policies of Tokugawa and Qing rulers 

 Impact of population growth on social structure 

 

SSWH11 

Week 12 

Oct. 25-29 

C.A. #3  

Oct. 26th 

Unit 4-Revolutions 

Ottoman, Safavid, and 

Mughal Empires 

 Describe the geographical extent of the Ottoman Empire during the rule 

of Suleyman,  

 Explain the ways in which these Muslim empires influenced religion, 

law, and art 

SSWH12 

Week 13 

Nov. 1-5 

Scientific Revolution  Understand the Importance of the Scientific Revolution  

 Copernicus, Galileo, Kepler, Newton, Change in Ideas of 

European world view 

SSWH13 

Week 14 

Nov. 8-12 

Enlightenment and 

Absolutism 

 Identify major ideas of the Enlightenment 

 Writings of Locke, Hobbes, Rousseau and their relationship to 

man and society 

 Compare absolute monarchs 

 Louis XIV, Peter the Great, Tokugawa 

SSWH13 

SSWH14 

Week 15 

Nov. 15-19 

Revolutions  Compare and Contrast Worldwide Revolutions 

 England, U.S. France, Haiti, Latin America, Rise and Fall of 

Napoleon 

 Interactions between Japan, China, and Westerners 

 Opium War, Taiping Rebellion, Matthew Perry 

 

SSWH14 

Week 16 

Nov. 29-Dec. 

3 

Revolutions Project  SSWH14 

 

Week 17 

Dec. 6-10 

C.A. #4 

Dec. 7th 

REVIEW FOR 

FINALS 

December8th -13th 

  

Week 18 

Dec. 13-17 
FINALS WEEK   
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    Semester II  Concepts        Topics Covered         GPS 
Week 1 

January 5-7 

January 10-14 

Unit 5-Modernization 

Industrialization, 

Imperialism, 

And WWI 

 Impact of Industrialization 

 Industrialism in England, Germany, and 

Japan 

 Rise of Nationalism 

 Rise of the nation-state in Germany and 

Japan under Bismark and Meiji 

SSWH15 

Week 2  

January 18-21 

Worldwide Imperialism  Imperialism-Reaction to worldwide domination 

 Russo-Japanese War, Imperialism in 

Africa and Asia. 

 Comparison of British, French, and 

Japanese Imperialism 

SSWH15 

Week 3  

January 24-28 

 

 

World War I  Causes of WWI 

 Balkan Region, M.A.I.N. causes of WWI 

(Militarism, Alliances, Imperialism, and 

Nationalism) 

 Trench Warfare, Battle of Verdun 

 All Quiet on the Western Front 

SSWH16 

Week 4  

Jan. 31-Feb.4th 

 

World War I  Explain the Major Decisions at the Paris Peace 

Conference 

 Germany reparations, mandate system, 

U.S. failure to ratify T of V, Wilson’s 14 

Points 

 

SSWH16 

Week 5  

Feb. 7-11  

M.P. Exam 

Feb. 9th 

 

World War I Aftermath  Global Impact 

 Destabilization of Europe, collapse of 

great empires (Romanovs, Hapsburgs) 

SSWH16 

Week 6  

Feb. 14-18 

C.A. #1 Feb. 15 

February 15th 

Unit 6-Between Wars, WWII  Identify the major political and economic factors 

that shaped the post WWI world 

 War on science, art, social thinking of 

Freud, Einstein, and Picasso 

 Causes of Revolution in Russia, Stalin’s 5 

year Plan 

SSWH17 

Week 7  

February 22-25 

 

Fascism  and Militarism  Compare and Contrast Totalitarian States 

 Italy, Germany, Japan 

 Militarism and Nationalism Rise 

 India, Rise of Gandhi, Sun Yat Sen, 

Kemal 

SSWH17 

Week 8  

February 28- 

March 4th 

 

 

 

Aggressive Actions by 

Germany, Italy, Japan,  and 

Russia 

 Totalitarian Police States 

 Explain aggressive actions and conflicts 

in Europe and Asia, the Rape of Nanjing, 

Spanish Civil War, Hitler Re-Arms 

SSWH17 

Week 9 

March 7-10 

MIDTERMS 

March 7
th

 SS 

WWII  Political, Economic and Social Impact of WWII 

 Describe key battles, turning points. 

Identify ideologies and their impact on 

genocides.  Identify and distinguish 

between the diplomatic negotiations 

SSWH18 
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during the war.  Describe post war Japan 

and Europe.   

Week 10 

March 15-18 

 

WWII  Political, Economic and Social Impact of WWII 

 Describe key battles, turning points. 

Identify ideologies and their impact on 

genocides.  Identify and distinguish 

between the diplomatic negotiations 

during the war.  Describe post war Japan 

and Europe.   

SSWH18 

Week 11 

March 21-25 

C.A. #2 

March 25th 

WWII  Political, Economic and Social Impact of WWII 

 Describe key battles, turning points. 

Identify ideologies and their impact on 

genocides.  Identify and distinguish 

between the diplomatic negotiations 

during the war.  Describe post war Japan 

and Europe.   

SSWH18 

Week 12 

March 28- 

April 1 

Unit 7 Modern Issues 

Cold War 

 Global, Social, and Political Impact of the Cold 

War from 1945-1991 

 Analyze the revolutionary movements in 

India (Gandhi, Nehru), China (Mao 

Zedong, Chiang Kai-shek), and Ghana.  

                                    Describe the formation of the state of  

                                    Israel. Explain the arms race; include the  

                                    Development of the Hydrogen bomb and  

                                    SALT Treaty. 

 SSWH19 

Week 13 

April 11-15 

Cold War  Global, Social, and Political Impact of the Cold 

War from 1945-1991 

 Compare and contrast the reform by 

Khrushchev and Gorbachev. 

Analyze efforts in the pursuit of freedom; 

                               anti-apartheid, Tiananmen  Square          
                                    and the fall of the Berlin Wall.  

 

SSWH19 

Week 14 

April 18-21 

World Changes Since the 

60’s 

 The student will examine change and continuity in 

the world since the 1960s 

 Identify ethnic conflicts and new 

nationalisms; include pan-Africanism, 

pan- Arabism, and the conflicts in Bosnia-

Herzegovina and Rwanda.  
                                    Describe the breakup of the Soviet Union                   

.                                   in 1991 that produced independent    

                                   countries; include Ukraine, Kazakhstan,     

                                   and the Baltic states.                    

SSWH20 

Week 15 

April 25-29 

World Changes Since the 

60’s 

 The student will examine change and continuity in 

the world since the 1960s 

 Analyze terrorism as a form of warfare in 

the 20th century; include Shining Path, 

Red Brigade, Hamas, and Al Qaeda; and 

analyze the impact of terrorism on daily 

life; include travel, world energy supplies, 

and financial markets.  Examine the rise 

of  major women leaders.  

 

 

SSWH20 
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Week 16 

May 2-6 

Globalization in the 

contemporary world 

 The student will analyze globalization in the 

contemporary world 

 Describe the cultural and intellectual 

integration of countries into the world 

economy through the development of 

television, satellites, and computers  

 

SSWH21 

Week 17 

May 9-13 

C.A. #3 May 

13th 

Globalization in the 

contemporary world 

 The student will analyze globalization in the 

contemporary world 

 Analyze global economic and political 

connections; include multinational 

corporations, the United Nations, OPEC, 

and the World Trade Organization.  

 

SSWH21 

Week 18 

May 16
th

-27
th

 

FINALS 

Thursday May 

26
th

  

 

REVIEW AND RETEACH   

 


