August 17, 2010
Dear Parents:

We are beginning to make plans for the field trip to Savannah which has been approved by the Buford City Board of Education. This is a weekend trip for the weekend of Friday, April 29 – Sunday, May 1, 2011. 

Please review the following questions and answers. Hopefully, this information will help you and your child determine if he/she will take part in the trip:
1. Who is eligible to take part in the field trip? Any eighth grade student who is passing all subjects for this school year and meets the behavior guidelines below.
2. All students must be covered by health insurance.
3. How much does the trip cost? The cost is $350.00.
4. What does the $350.00 cover? This price includes the chartered bus, hotel room, admission fees for tours, and the carriage ride. It does not include the cost of food.
5. Do I need spending money? Yes, you will need to pay for your meals, snacks, and souvenirs. ($100.00 - $125.00 is suggested.)  
6. Can behavior at school prevent a child from taking part in the field trip? Yes. The following guidelines are in effect as of today, August 18, 2010. Any child who meets one or more of the following categories is not eligible to take part in the Savannah trip:
a. Students who are assigned more than 5 detention halls.         
              
              (Includes any combination of grade level or administrative after-school detention)
b. Students who are assigned more than one ISS or OR     
  
              
               (In-School Suspension or Opportunity Room)

                  c. Students who are assigned any OSS (Out of School Suspension)     



d) Students must not have more than 8 absences—excused or unexcused.


**Participation in this event is at the discretion of Buford Middle School



  administration and staff.
7. What is the payment plan? Parents may pay in monthly installments. Checks need to be made payable to Buford Middle School.  In order to be eligible for the trip, the down payment of $50.00 must be made by Friday, September 3, 2010.
8. When are the payments due?
* Down Payment  
 $50.00 by Friday            
 September 3
* Payment # 2 
 $50.00 on Friday

 October 1
* Payment # 3 
 $50.00 on Friday

 November 5
* Payment # 4 
 $50.00 on Friday

 December 3
* Payment # 5
 $50.00 on Friday

 January 7
* Payment # 6 
 $50.00 on Friday

 February 4
* Payment # 7     $50.00 on Friday             March 4
* Proof of Insurance


         March 4
9. Can I receive a refund if my child becomes ineligible for the field trip?  Yes, it is possible to receive a refund if another student is on the waiting list to replace your child. The very last date of any type of refund is Friday, March 4, 2011. Because the total number of rooms must be finalized in advance and the fees for tours are nonrefundable, we cannot guarantee a full refund after March 4. 
10. Will parent chaperones be needed?  Yes.  Each hotel room of students must have a parent chaperone.  All chaperones must have a background check on file at BCSS Central Office.  Background check information is available on the system’s website.  The number of chaperones needed will be determined in March.  If there is a possibility that you may be interested in attending as a parent chaperone, please indicate on the attached sheet.
We are aware that this a busy time for all of you; however, we would appreciate your completing the attached information sheet with this letter and return it to your child’s 1st academic  teacher by Friday, August 20, 2010.  By returning the sheet, we will have a record that every child has shared this information with his/her parent.
Thank you for your help in this matter. If you have questions, you may e-mail Kathy Brady at kathy.brady@bufordcityschools.org. 
Sincerely,







Buford Middle Eighth Grade Teachers

Savannah Trip Information
___________________________

(Child’s Name)

_____ I have received the Savannah trip information, and my child will take part in the 


Savannah trip.
_____ I have received the Savannah trip information, and my child will not take part in 


the Savannah trip.
_____ I may be interested in attending the trip as a parent chaperone.

Parent’s Name (Please Print): _______________________________________________________

Parent’s Signature:  ______________________________________________________________

